
        

HEPATITIS B VACCINE 
PATIENT INFORMATION AND CONSENT FORM 

 
Dear Parent, 
 
 The American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family Physicians, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) all recommend that every baby born in the United 
States be vaccinated against Hepatitis B.   
 
What is Hepatitis B? 
Hepatitis B is a serious liver disease caused by a virus.  This virus enters the bloodstream and attacks 
the liver.  When infants and young children are infected, the virus often remains in the body for 
decades and causes ongoing liver damage, including liver failure and liver cancer.  Fortunately, a 
vaccine can prevent this very serious disease. 
 
How is Hepatitis B virus spread? 
The virus is spread by contact with the blood or other body fluids of an infected person.  An infected 
mother can transmit this disease to her baby at the time of birth.  The fact is, regardless of age, anyone 
can become infected with the virus if they have contact with the blood or body fluids of an infected 
person. 
 
How many injections are needed to protect my baby? 
Three or four.  The first dose is usually given shortly after birth, before your baby leaves the hospital.  
The second dose is given one to two months later, and the third, usually at six months of age.  Four 
doses are needed if your baby’s doctor uses a combination vaccine for the later doses, as combination 
vaccines cannot be given at birth.   
 
Is this vaccine safe? 
Hepatitis B vaccine has been shown to be very safe when given to infants, children, and adults.   More 
than 1 billion doses of the vaccine have been given worldwide.  The most common side effects from 
the vaccine are soreness at the injection site and mild to moderate fever.  Serious side effects are rare.  
Serious allergic reactions are extremely rare with any vaccine.  If one were to occur, it would be 
within a few minutes to a few hours after the shot.  Signs can include difficulty breathing, hoarseness 
or wheezing, hives, paleness, weakness, a fast heart beat, or dizziness. 
 

SPONSOR OR GUARDIAN:  (When patient is a minor or unable to give consent)  I, 
_____________________ sponsor/guardian of________________________ understand the nature of 
the vaccine, attendant risks involved, and expected benefits, as described above, and hereby consent to 
the administration of the Hepatitis B vaccine.  I have been offered a copy of the Vaccine Information 
Sheet (VIS) . 

 
Sponsor/guardian signature:____________________________    Date:___________________ 
 

     Staff member signature:_______________________________    Date:___________________ 
Baby’s Addressograph            
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VACUNA CONTRA LA HEPATITIS B 
 

Dear Parent, 
 
Todos los grupos medicos importantes en los Estados Unidos están de acuerdo en que los niňos que 
nacieron o cuyos padres nacieron fuera de los Estados Unidos donde la hepatitis B es un problema 
serio, tienen un mayor riesgo para la infección por el virus de la hepatitis B. 
 
Qué es la hepatitis B? 
La hepatitis B es una enfermedad grave del hígado causada por un virus.  Este virus puede entrar al 
torrente sanguíneo, atacar al hígado, y causar una enfermedad grave.  En algunos casos, el virus puede 
quedarse en el cuerpo por toda la vida y causar daňos continuos en el hígado. 
 
Cómo se enferman de hepatitis B los niňos y los adolescentes? 
De muchas maneras.  La hepatitis B se puede transmitir por medio de:  tender contacto con la sangre o 
líquidos del cuerpo de una persona infectada, compartir cepillos de dientes, rasuradoras, telas para el 
aseo, o agujas de una persona infectada, mordidas humanas, relaciones sexuales con una persona 
infectada, perforación de la orejas, perforación del cuerpo, o tatuajes con equipo no estéril. 
 
Qué tan segura es la vacuna? 
La vacuna contra la hepatitis B es una de las vacunas más seguras disponibles.  Se ha utilizado en los 
Estados Unidos desde 1982 y ha demostrado ser segura eficaz. 


